
TW O BLUE TRIBUNE 
 
 

 
 
 

www.two-blues.com.au                                                                                            December 5, 2023, Vol 51 No 7 
                                                                      

 

Welcome to the club, Darren Fleet by Warwick Hadfield 
 

“I refuse to join any club that would 
have me.” – Groucho Marx*. 
  
It’s the club no sensible cricketer 
wants to have any part of, but then, 
fate steps in, missed it by that much, 
welcome to the 99 Club. 
  
Last Saturday it accepted a new 
member, the reluctant Darren Fleet, 
as the GCA Men’s Second XI sought 
to chase down East Belmont’s hefty 
296. 
  
It was an innings to astonish, 
Horatius at the bridge. The top order 
– apart from him – had gone, 78 of 
his runs involved signals from the 
umpire, 18 fours, one six. 
  
Then the signal from the umpire 
that, in some parts, continued the 
astonishment. The blurry phone 
footage and the balcony choir 
suggested bump ball. With or 
without the technology of the time, 
arguments like this go on forever.   
 

 
A bit fuzzy – your  call! 
  

There are English folk abed, Gideon 
Haigh’s puce dim-bulbs mostly, still 
babbling about Don Bradman and 
the English second slip, Jack Ikin, in 
the days of inconclusive sepia at the 
‘Gabba. All, just as with last 
Saturday, to no avail, of course. 
  

The umpire said not out, Bradman 
went on to score 187 and, a year 
later in 1948, Ikin to be part of the 99 
club, bowled by the invincible Ray 
Lindwall. Unlike Bradman, and when 
187 seemed more than possible, 
there was no reprieve for Fleetie. So, 
as the cheaper seats churlishly 
pointed out, “great 50 Fleetie”. The 
man himself was philosophical, 
Schrodinger’s Cat philosophical for 

which he is qualified not by a life in 
quantum physics, but one in cricket. 
“To be honest, I am disappointed 
with myself,” he said. “It was a full 
toss from an off-spinner and when 
you’re on 99 and you get a full toss 
you should be hitting it for four, not 
nicking it. So mixed emotions.  It was 
great to know that at 45, I can still 
bat like that, in fact it was probably 
the best I have ever batted.” 
  

There is some balm, Darren does 
have previous centuries, in fact one 
on the same ground against the 
same opponent, 18 years ago – 100 
not out and keen club historians 
know what eventuated from that 
moment. 
  

There were a couple of other 50’s to 
savour from last weekend, despite 
being in losing causes. 
  

After Fleetie’s departure, Jorden 
Lewis decided he didn’t want to be 
on the end of an unfavourable result 
in his 200th game for the club, 
striking 75 not out, 11 fours, two 
sixes. 

 …continued on page 2 
 



Welcome to the club, Darren Fleet by Warwick Hadfield 
“It was great to see Jorden and Arch batting at the end,” 
Darren said. “Jorden just waited for his and was batting 
beautifully and at one stage we might even have thought 
about winning, or at least saving the game. 
Unfortunately, Archie nicked one and he was just as 
gutted as I was after the game, me as much about losing 
as anything else.” 
 
At Winter Reserve, Noah Guida continued his progress 
into genuine First XI all-rounder with a maiden half-
century. The skipper, Dylan Hodge, had watched with 
admiration his young charge’s efforts on a curate’s egg 
pitch…the previous week, 19 not out when the rains 
came, to be turned into 56, not quite enough to give the 
First XI a win despite the braces of wickets to Tyson 
Windus and Paddy McKenna.  
 

 
Noah Guida in action at Winter Reserve. 
 
The previous week, Tom Meredith got within reach of a 
half-century, and Hodgie, who reads pitches as well as he 
does games of cricket and young players, toughed it out 
for 27 runs. 
 

Archie Bain ducks on in the Ones. 
 
The Third and Fourth XI matches ended in draws, both 
sides fighting desperately to the appointed shut off time. 
Tom Levick and Brendan Twaddle did the marathon spell 

thing in the Thirds and a run-out involving the skipper 
took his team to within one wicket of six points. The 
Fourths also needed just one more wicket after fine 
bowling by Tom Agar and Riley Norton. 
  

In the Fifths, there was no play, but Adam Patching did 
reach 250 games by dint of the draw, and assuaging the 
disappointment for those who might have turned out at 
Lake Belmont Common to watch him at his explosive best, 
his highlights package from a certain grand final is up on 
Facebook. 
  

https://www.facebook.com/TwoBlues/videos/18467377
1382201 
  

So too, is James Purcell’s highlights reel, a tad shorter, as 
following a late team adjustment, he remains on 199 
games. 
  
• Groucho Marx attended a cricket match at Lord’s 

between the MCC and Cambridge University in 
1954.  After two hours of play, his English companion 
asked him how he was enjoying the game. 

  
“It’s great, when does it start?” Marx replied adding: 
"What a wonderful cure for insomnia. If you can't 
sleep here, you really need an analyst … even the men 
in the tradesmen's coats are trying not to watch it. 
Umpires, eh?"   

 
 

 

 



      Angus Hastie goes elite by Warwick Hadfield 

From the moment he could crawl Angus Hastie 
has been readying himself for the life of an elite 
athlete. 
  
It is a development Newtown and Chilwell Cricket Club 
folk have been privileged to watch for most of his 18 
years: the first signs of his capacity to see ball, get ball, 
were on display in the fabled summer of 2005-2006, 
when Darren Fleet led the Second XI to the miracle 
premiership. 
  
A key part of that campaign was old man Hastie, Ian, 
Ecky, all big front foot down the wicket daring 
opponents to try to get him out or bowling his looping 
in-swingers for leg-side stumpings. 
  

And forever in the changerooms, all dimples, curls and 
chuckles, young Angus, not yet walking, but managing a 
hybrid crawl. 
  

Chuck an old, worn six-stitcher any near him, and he 
would intercept it. 
  

Keen eyes recognised advanced motor skills. 
  

A pity, in some peoples’ view, Stephen Wells wasn’t in 
the change rooms back then, but, in 2023, Angus was 
interviewed by Geelong, one of the many AFL clubs 
which liked his see ball, get ball, and then kick it back the 
other way, approach. 
  
But St Kilda’s not a bad place.  Someone has to be a hero 
to outshine Barry Breen, forever, with his behind, 
remembered for outshining Kevin “Cowboy” Neale’s five 
goals in the 1966 grand final. 
  

Tommy Hafey always reckoned with the side he had 
then, Allan Jeans should have won more flags than that 
one. 
  
He didn’t and none of his successors have managed it 
either, even with sides as good as the ones of which 
Jeans had charge. 
  

None of this should phase Angus, whose hybrid crawl 
has grown into a fine upright walk, tall enough to be 
considered a backman in the AFL, good enough to go at 
pick 33. 
  

Equally importantly, he has a well-measured self-belief, 
always confident, but never cocky. Good families make 
sure of that. 
  

Already St Kilda, handing out Saints paraphernalia willy 
nilly to the Hastie household, reckons it’s got a new, 
good family, as well as a new good player. 

 The Hastie Family. 
 

“Coming in at 190cm, the dashing and ambitious 
defender Hastie has thrived for the Geelong Falcons 
since making the decision to focus full-time on his 
football as opposed to a promising cricket career,” said 
the Saints official statement on the matter. 
 

 
  

“The rebounding back man ranked first amongst all 
general defenders for intercept possessions in the 
Coates League this season, with his willingness to take 
the game on earning plenty of commendation in the 
lead-up to this year’s AFL Draft.” 
  

The promising cricket career bit evokes a wince or two in 
Two Blue parts. He was sharp as a bowler and would 
have got considerably sharper as he grew into his man’s 
body. 
  

And he hit straight beautifully, with a liking for the short 
boundary at Shaw Oval. 



Angus Hastie goes elite continued… 

But in the way of so many talented cricketers, which 
should make those insistent on two-day cricket think a 
bit more about it, he has chosen football above cricket. 
  

Though NCCC had already bidden him farewell once 
before: he was part of the Geelong Cricket Club set-up 
before focussing on football. 
  

“It was something that I really enjoyed,” he said, noting 
that as well as cricket and football, he had also showed 
promise at basketball.” 
  

“I think all three sports that I played were a main priority 
for me, there wasn’t really one that was higher than the 
other.” 
  

“In cricket, there were some state pathways through 
there and I was enjoying my time playing at Geelong 
Cricket Club.” 
  

“It was definitely a lot of fun and I still enjoy it to this 
day, but I’m glad I chose to focus on footy this year 
because of how it’s all panned out.” 
  

“I couldn’t be happier.” 
  

“Geelong is a great place to get around any sport.” 
  

“They get around you and it’s a really good community 
environment to get stuck in if you are willing to put int 
the work to try and go to the next level, whether that’s 
AFL, playing cricket for Australia or basketball over in 
America, you’re going to have people around you to 
support you.” 
  

There’s every sign, having proven already he can match 
it with matured bodied types playing senior football with 
Geelong West, Angus will go from AFL graduand to 
graduate. 

So that will make Two Blues people doubly proud of him, 
first for that achievement, then for making the 
celebrated list of players from Newtown and Chilwell 
Cricket Club who have played VFL/AFL football, 32 at last 
count in Barnso’s Bible, more than any other cricket club 
extant. 
  

The list goes back to the turn of last century with the 
Rankins. Teddy took a five-for for NCCC before becoming 
the first Geelong player to 100 games. 
  

He also made Geelong’s Team of the Century. 
  

It will be fascinating to watch that list extend further 
with the addition of one A. Hastie, maybe next season, 
maybe the one after. 
  

Dates with destiny can be of the blind variety.  You’re 
never sure what might turn up. 
  

But in those days on the floor of the Queens Park change 
rooms, there was just something about Angus Hastie, 
getting in and out between the legs of the players, but 
always getting the ball, that said elite sport was in his 
destiny. 
  

It was just a case of which sport and what he makes of it 
from here. 
  

The Newtown and Cricket Club will be watching what’s 
next: proud of Angus Hastie and the small part it has 
played in helping him fulfil his dream. 
  

It’s a life lesson, too – you have to crawl before you 
walk. 
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round 2  

this  
Tuesday night  
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Geelong West  
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Newtown & Chilwell CC   -209-   season 2022/23 
 

 N&CCC Players to play AFL/VFL - 32  

The Newtown and Chilwell Cricket Club could 
probably claim a place in the Guinness Book of 
Records for having featured the most 
VFL/AFL football players on its playing lists. 
And not just in modern times. This marvelous 
record goes right back to the early days of the 
club. 

Among the most modern, try these: Paul Chapman, 
David Johnson, Steve Johnson, Tom Hawkins, 
Josh Hunt, James Kelly, Andrew Mackie. A few 
years back, Paul Brown, who played 84 games for 
Geelong between 1990 and 1988, spent a 
successful year as a wicket keeper batsman in the 
2nds, playing in a grand final. 

Gareth Andrews, who played for both Geelong and 
Richmond, where he won a premiership, took 8-61 
on his debut for the club. He also, via Sam 
Newman, gave us one of the most colourful 
descriptions of a footballer. Said Sam after 
watching Gareth in action: He is to kicking what 
Sir Robert Helpman is to oxy-welding. Sorry 
Gareth, couldn’t resist that. And as far as we’re 
concerned, you were to bowling was Sir Robert 
Helpman was to ballet. 

Then there is the incomparable Greg Wells on 
whom we believe Sam Newman to be completely 
silent, but we could be corrected on that. Goose 
played four games for Geelong, but a heck of a lot 
more for “this club, our club”. 

And the equally incomparable Battler, Russell 
Mitchell – two games for Geelong (player no. 
855), a lifetime and a life membership at Newtown. 
A man of great wit and wisdom, it has been said of 
Russell that standing next to him in the slips 
cordon, you can learn more about life than you 
might doing three years of philosophy at one of 
Australia’s best universities. Battler also holds the 
distinction of wearing no. 57 – the highest worn by 
a GFC player! 

In 2013 Chris Lynch retired from his exulted role 
as an AFL Commissioner, he played with the Cats 
as well as being a six time Two Blue 1st XI 
premiership player. 

Back in the sepia times just after the turn of the 
19th century, Ted Rankin – as well as taking a five-

for for us – was the first Geelong player to reach 
100 games. He also made it into the Catters’ Team 
of the Century. He and his son Cliff, who played 
153 games for Geelong, both turned out for 
Newtown. 

Stats correct as of 4/10/2023. 
GFC stats Cap no. Jumper no. Games Goals 
Gareth Andrews ^  679 6 167 128 
Bruce Bartle 588 7 34 26 
Mark Blake 1002 24 99 12 
Paul Brown 890 40 84 66 
Mark Browne 746 12 87 60 
Paul Chapman* 968 35 280 366 
Harvey Davis 743 21 44 5 
Peter Falconer 616 29 20 16 
Tom Hawkins 742 26 211 438 
Harry Herbert 560 24 56 27 
Kevin Higgins 709 39 128 35 
Josh Hunt  977 41/8 198 29 
David Johnson 981 28 79 16 
Steve Johnson# 984 20 293 516 
James Kelly* 985 9 313 90 
Darcy Lang ## 1048 11 64 43 
Stephen Lunn^^ 800 39 69 42 
Chris Lynch 740 31 5 2 
Andrew Mackie 994 4 280 100 
Len Metherall 358 3 110 117 
Chris Mitchell## 692 8 51 39 
Russell Mitchell  855 57/13 2 - 
Vic Nankervis  439 23 33 57 
Vic Profitt 308 2 4 1 
Teddy Rankin 19 - 180 35 
Cliff Rankin 242 6 153 400 
Rob Steven 782 52 1 - 
Michael Turner 755 9 245 285 
Greg Wells  734 27 4 1 
Lindsay White Snr  440 7 117 429 
 
At other clubs: 
North Melb/St KildaCap no. Jumper no. Games Goals 
Mason Wood    986/1623 32/32 117 111 
Carlton Cap no. Jumper no. Games Goals 
Alex Cincotta 1236 39 19 3 

^ Includes games and goals with Richmond 
^^ Includes games and goals with Footscray 
* Includes games and goals with Essendon 
# Includes games and goals with GWS 
## Includes games and goals with Carlton

 

 
 



Congratulations 
Patch 250 games & Jordie 200 games 
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Our Sponsors 

	

KFC  
MORTGAGE	CHOICE 

HARVEY’S	OF	HIGHTON 
MOMENTUM	FINANCIAL	GROUP 

METRICON 
CONNECT	TEL	

GEELONG FINANCIAL GROUP 
 HERITAGE MEATS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOLD DIGGERS ARMS HOTEL 
MERCEDES-BENZ GEELONG 

STINTON ADVISORY 
DE GRANDI CYCLE & SPORT 

WINKIPOP MEDIA 
BTC MARKETS 

M.C. HERD 
   GEELONG MCGRATH ESTATE AGENTS

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
www.two-blues.com.au 

 

 
 

Newtown & Chilwell Cricket Club – Celebrating 113 years & 106 premierships  
 

GCA1 Club Champions 2022/23, premiers GCA1 4ths 2022/23, premiers u17 Just section 2022/23




